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THY KINGDOM COME. 
“Thy Kingdom come.”—Matthew, 6: 10.]] 


Venerable Fathers and Beloved Brethren 
in our Lord Jesus Christ : 

I conress to you, that in view of my appearance before you to 
conduct your meditations, by your own appointment, I have felt 
myself much at a loss in the selection of a suitable theme. 

So many years have transpired since this annual service was 
begun, and so many and such able pens have been employed, that 
it seemed to me that every aspect in which our great work could 
be, has been presented, and that I could hope to say nothing which 
would attract by its novelty or its peculiarity. But I have been 
rebuked by tke reflection that this most blessed work never loses 
its freshness ; that what has interested will still interest ;. what has 
commanded the heart will still command it, though often called 
up. This is the peculiarity of God’s plans and works; while 
man’s inventions become monotonous and fail in. their hold on the 
mind, 

In my dilemma I have taken counsel of the occasion, and asked 
myself why this solemn convocation, why this gathering of Chris- 
tian brethren from every part of this land? Is it to learn “some 
new thing” like the ancient Athenians? Is it not to have our 
minds and hearts refreshed by mingling in meditation on the cha- 
racteristics of our work? Is it not to contemplate the progress of 
that work, and thank God and set out with new courage? If this 
be so, I feel that one great point will be gained, if we may take 
our places at our Master’s feet and learn of Him ; and this I would 
seek in this exercise. 

Let us transfer ourselves mentally to the scene depicted in the 
fifth of Matthew. We behold there our dear Lord in the midst 
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of an intensely interesting throng, removed from all the exciting 
circumstances of the world. It was a mountain sanctuary, the 
broad expanse of heaven the canopy. He developes clearly and 
beautifully the spirit which he would have his disciples cultivate ; 
he clears away the false interpretations of the divine law which 
had debased the people; he leads them into just views of the 
practical course his system required; he teaches them duty and 
devotion; what ascene! The master inducting his chosen ones 
into the mode in which they should approach the throne of the 
heavenly grace, and what subjects should occupy the mind and 
the heart! It is there, our object as men laboring that truth and 
righteousness may fill the earth, has a special and prominent 
place. Thus shalt thou pray, “Thy kingdom come.” Oh, I 
would that we could here for a moment lose all thought of official 
relations, and realize the simplicity and sublimity of that scene, 
and, taking part with that assembly as learners, bring every cir- 
cumstance strongly home to our own hearts. ‘This is the theme 
which our Great Teacher gives for our meditations— 


THY KINGDOM COME.—Marr. 6: 10. 


And may His Holy Spirit aid us, while we bring ourselves to the 
contemplation of what is here involved. 


My Brethren, you will observe, 

I. That our object as a missionary association, seeking to estab- 
lish the kingdom of righteousness, is commended by the highest 
authority in the church of God. He who speaks is the Head over 
all things to the church, who has all power given unto him in 
heaven and upon earth. 

To the inquiry what kingdom is intended by this petition, we 
can be at no loss for an answer. Two kingdoms in general are 
spoken of in the word of God, viz: his providential kingdom or his 
sovereignty, and his kingdom of grace. Of the former it is to be 
remarked it is universal. Ever since there has been a world or a 
ereated being, this kingdom was “come.” Universal, unlimited 
dominion, supreme sovereignty, belong necessarily to God. - And 
though many of his intelligent creatures neither acknowledge nor 
know him as their God, over all, his might and his goodness are 
constantly exercised. Of this it is said, “His kingdom ruleth 
over all.”” He is Lord of lords, and King of kings—the King of 
the nations of the earth. All wait upon him and receive the daily 
supply for their wants. ‘‘In him we live, move, and have our 
being.” 

There is another kingdom spoken of in the sacred word—one not 
yet fully come, and that is the gospel kingdom, or the kingdom of 
grace. Of this it was prophesied by Daniel, five centuries before 
Christ , “* And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, and the king- 
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dom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” A 
careful comparison of the portions of the chapter, preceding this 
verse, proves indubitably that the kingdom of the Messiah, or the 
gospel kingdom, is the one contemplated by Daniel. The pre- 
vailing opinion in the time of our Lord was, that a mighty king- 
dom was to be set up. Hence the inquiry of the Pharisees (Luke 
17: 20) “ when the kingdom of God shall come.” With this our 
Lord’s mind was naturally filled, and as naturally he commended. 
it to the affections and devotions of his disciples. Having given a 
distinct place to this in his first recorded discourse, he made it the 
subject of charge in closing his ministry on earth. That command, 
“Preach the gospel to every creature,” bequeaths to the church 
the same object. 

And what do we seek, but to take up the work as left by those 
who have gone before, and carry the Scriptures to every benighted, 
revolted heart; to convey the message of mercy to the lost wan- 
derer ; apply the balm of Gilead to the stricken soul; recover the 
rebel and bring him as an humble devotee at the feet of the God 
of heaven; seeking that the kingdom of grace may fully and tri- 
umphantly come to all and over all? Does our Lord commend 
this work? We can ask no higher warrant. We know we are 
right. Our work is taken altogether from the category of theories 
and speculations, and ranges with solemn realities which bear the 
impress divine. 

Most comforting, blessed conclusion! If our hearts at any time 
hesitate, this will re-nerve them. If our brethren become affected. 
by unbelieving apprehensions, this is the key to remove every dif- 
ficulty and rally their energy anew. What more potent than the 
consideration ‘‘ Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s 
business?” ? Tis our Father’s work we do, our Father’s will we 
obey. There are times when it is especially proper to dwell on 
this. One of these is, when results are reached so slowly, and 
then are so stinted, that the benefactions of the church seem al- 
most as committed to the deep. Then, to refer to this starting 
principle—“ It is God’s work; we are right ’’—settles all the dis- 
couragements and difficulties of appearances, and rallies the wast- 
ing energies. Another season is, that when the sympathizing heart 
contemplates the sacrifices and trials of the convert from heathen- 
ism, and reasons, ‘ Why place the unhappy creature in situations 
of such danger? Do we well to disturb him? Do we well to call 
him to the adoption of what will almost necessarily provoke suf- 
fering and entail sorrow upon his life?’ With all other views 
and considerations, this comes in, to quiet the sympathetic ques- 
tioner, ‘ This work is of God; it is commended to us by him who 
was all tenderness and love.’ 

Yes, its application goes beyond this. The enemy sneers and 
calls us enthusiasts and ranks our work with the crusades, as an 
effort after notoriety and excitement. He sneeringly tells us, the 
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clergy must have something to occupy the imaginations of their 
supporters, some schemes or theories about which feeling and 
eloquent appeals may be made, and by which they may secure 
their hold on the unthinking. The question is, ‘ Whom shall we 
regard, God or man?” Have we God’s warrant, it matters not 
how the world sneer; the work will prove itself to be the work of 
God, and it may be that passage shall find its verification in our 
day, ‘‘ Behold, ye despisers, and wonder and perish.” 

Oh, that we could feel always the full force of the divine au- 
thority under which we act. Difficulties will arise. Men of San- 
ballat’s spirit will be found, who will, by every stratagem, and 
even under the pleasing guise of friendship, seek to retard the 
work. We need to feel accordingly, as the ancient servant of 
God did, ‘I am engaged in too great a work ; I cannot come down 
to you.” Ah, how well would it have been, had we always re- 
alized under whom we were engaged? Are we not reminded here 
of our failings. Has the divine authority in this matter been so 
fully before our minds as it should have been? Have we not too 
much regarded this as an affair of men? Have we not failed, as 
we looked up, to lose all thought of human agencies and organiza- 
tions? If there is one thought which, before all others, should be 
present with, and press heavily on the mind, and one of especially 


sustaining power, it is this—our work is commended by the highest 
authority redeemed creatures know. 


II. You will observe, that this object, commended by our Lord, 
is one of vast moment. 

The first thing which should call out our anxiety, is our own 
personal interest in the precious blood of the Lamb. The con- 
cern of one’s own salvation is of incalculable moment. And all 
the circumstances and considerations which give it importance, 
give character and importance to the object before us. Yes, they 
are multiplied as manyfold as the persons are numerous whom 
we seek to benefit. The field is the world, with its ten hundred 
millions of immortal beings, whose interests for two worlds are 
involved. Our arithmetic fails in its attempts to give a just esti- 
mate of one soul; how much more that multiplied into ten hun- 
dred millions. Sitting at the feet of such a Master, we expect 
— but matters of most weighty character to fall from his 
ips. 

My brethren, must we not attach something to the place which 
our Lord has assigned this subject ? We call this our model prayer. . 
Its order means something. It is framed on the same principle 
with the law of the ten commands, embracing first what relates 
to Deity, as first in order and importance. Here stands second in 
order, and in close connection with kindred petitions, this, involv- 
ing our great missionary aim. And how is the glory of the High- 
est, that chief end of rational being, concerned in this enterprise ? 
Its success is the setting up of rightful, divine authority in the 
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hearts of men. Ever since the fall, a usurper, himself the arch- 
transgressor, has had control. The hand of the true God was 
everywhere, around men and on them, and with them, opening 
the channels of every comfort, bestowing the bounty of his good- 
ness in divine exuberance ; yet they knew him not, and of course 
acknowledged him not, but gave his glory to another, whose yoke 
they wore, and who led them “ captive at his will.” 

This yoke should be broken ; and only as it is broken, are im- 
mortal beings recovered to their true position, and is the harmony 
of the moral universe restored ; thus only is the rightful authority 
of Him who should have all hearts, exalted to its true place; and 
will Jehovah receive that revenue of glory which is his due. To 
accomplish this, is an aim worthy the intelligences above, while it 
is that which our Lord places here in the foreground to command 
our hearts. 

And in its results, how glorious does Jehovah appear, while 
man is made unspeakably blessed? ‘Let this kingdom come, and 
the heralds of the cross shall have unfurled the banner of the 
Lamb on every high place, and streaming from a thousand centres, 
the light of salvation shall irradiate every dark point. Truth 
shall have triumphed over error, holiness over sin, joy supplanted 
sorrow and sadness. Lisping infancy shall bring its early sacrifice, 
sprightly youth join its hosannas, the strength of manhood bow 
itself in adoration, while old age shall bless God and depart in 
peace. Let it come, and then he who bled on Calvary, and whose 
success up to this time is in sad contrast with the merit of his sa- 
crifice, shall see of the travail of his soul in having the harvest of 
a world gathered to his feet, and having every knee bow and every 
tongue confess he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Let 
the kingdom come, and then mercy shall reign over a universe of 
guilty, helpless and wretched immortal beings. In the case of a 
single sinner, how does that word, ‘ Go in peace, your sins are 
forgiven you,” chase away a thousand fears, dispel the deepest 
gloom, and ease the aching heart ! how it illumines with hope, how 
it animates with joy! What an era, when every dejected mind 
shall know its blessed influence, and every bleeding bosom be 
staunched by its balm, and throughout the broad earth mercy, mer- 
cy shall reign! Let the kingdom come, and righteousness shall 
fill the earth. 'Too long have men groaned under the dominion of 
iniquity in its various forms. Unjust lording of man over his fel- 
low, the triumph of money and rank over right and principle, cor- 
ruption, falsehood and imposture have had an influence most de- 
trimental to human interests. What can be conceived more de- 
lightful than an era of principle; when every bosom, in 7 
department of human society, shall know none but righteous feel- 
ings ; when unbending integrity shall distinguish every member ; 
when selfishness shall give place to that love which takes every 
man to its bosom as a brother, and the only rivalry shall be a ri- 
valry in virtue! 
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Let the kingdom come; and, as its principles are at utter 
variance with every malevolent feeling, there shall be no more en- 
vy, nor disquiet, nor turmoil. Our world shall be no more harass- 
ed with the iron sceptre of the despot. No Genghis Khan, nor 
Tamerlane, nor royal, nor imperial murderers shall send their mil- 
lions to an untimely grave. The spears shall be beaten into prun- 
ing hooks, and the swords into plough shares, and nations shall 
learn war no more. Let the kingdom come, and all are happy. 
The individual is happy, the family is happy, society is happy, 
ard the world is happy. How glorious this series of results to 
Him who planned the scheme of mercy ; who in the counsels of 
eternity had thoughts of mercy and purposes of peace; who has 
spread out his plans of good on the sacred page, and thus fulfills 
every promise on which the fathers trusted, and especially redeems 
the pledge given to the Messiah, “I will give thee the heathen 
for thy inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.” 

Compare this with any other enterprise in which men have em- 
barked their energies and have lavished their treasures. Compare 
it with all those which have so yoked national prowess to the car 
of war, and how large and glorious it looms !—God glorified and 
our race happy !—it exceeds all beside. 

The appeal of our enterprise is to all of the man and all 
of the Christian in us; the development of heart to which 
it leads brings it into closer union with, while it secures 
greater likeness to the great source of all excellence. Well did 
our Lord place so high in the pleas of the devotional spirit this— 
Thy kingdom come. Can we well rate it too highly? Do we err 
in regarding it as comprehensive of all good? 

You will remark again, 

III. This object, of such vast moment is, commended as one of 
common interest. Whatan interesting position that of our Lord 
in the historic picture before us! What is he? The mere philo- 
sopber, the head of some new school, propounding the theories by 
which he hopes to astonish the world? No. But the endeared 
friend, in the midst of the circle whose warmest affections cluster 
around him; the father in the midst of his beloved family circle, 
addressing them as having common interests, common duties, com- 
mon aims. A common object carries them to the mercy seat; a 
common appellation is addressed to the glorious One to whom they 
look. Our Lord makes no distinctions, he marks no differences. 
The * our,” and the “ us,” bring into beautiful unity before the 
throne all claiming to be disciples, however differing in the adven- 
titious circumstances of the world. Thus ‘‘ Thy kingdom come” 
is as directly and decidedly each one’s, as “ Our Father which art 

in heaven ;” in other words, the coming of this kingdom is the 
great affair of the Christian family. 

I do not see how we can draw any other conclusion. This is 
not our work as ministers; much as we may love it and cherish it 
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and labor for it, it is not ours alone. One of the mistakes into 
which many seem to fall is, that the responsibility here rests spe- 
cifically, if not entirely, on the ministry. Their share of interest 
is and should be large, but it can by no means be exclusive. We 
cannot lose sight of the family idea in this band of Christian bro- 
therhood. The manner in which some shake off responsibility and 
leave the ministry alone, indicates an entirely wrong view of the 
place the officer occupies, The ministry is a merciful office, grow- 
ing out of the infirmities of men ; it is a monitorial agency. Its 
duty is explanation, appeal, expostulation, counsel, reminiscence. 
It is the mere helper. It necessarily involves the idea of other 
interest in addition to its own. 

Nor is this work, of interest only to missionaries. Devoted 
men, they plead to an absorbing feeling here, but we can allow 
them nothing of primary right beyond other members of our family. 
Their form of duty grows out of the necessities of the case. Yon- 
der on our borders and beyond the ocean are the hundreds of mil- 
lions among whom it is desirable this kingdom should come. But 
how shall they hear of it? How shall they understand and feel 
its claims, unless some one shall be its messenger to them? The 
inquiry is, “ who will go for us, whom shall we send?’ The 
missionary steps out to the foreground and responds, “ Here am I, 
send me.”? Not that the missionary band have any more duty 
than any other member of the family circle, but they will be the 
agents in one form of duty required. We cannot accordingly fold 
our arms and talk admiringly of the devotion of this agent and 
say, ‘Oh! the kingdom will come, the missionary is in the field.’ 
Strictly, in the spirit of this prayer, an interest as deep and ab- 
sorbing as that felt by him should be felt and cherished by every 
one who prays, “ Our Father—hallowed be thy name—thy king- 
dom come.” 

Nor is this again, the burden of a few zealous hearts gathering 
in little clusters among the churches. It is a burden put on every 
Christian heart by our divine Teacher. We have been wrong, 
sadly wrong on this point. The number in our churches is small, 
of those who entertain a deep and lively interest here. A mere 
handful in each church—perhaps composed of Christian sisters 
and few beside—or some master spirits in a missionary association 
lead the wey and do the work. Contributions have come from 
various sources, very promiscuous indeed—but they have come in 
many a case, as of course, or because a special call was made. As 
for living, heartfelt interest, such interest as sends up the prayer 
which moves the arm of a gracious omnipotence, where do you 
find it? Alas! with five of a hundred of the nominal members of 
the Christian household! Why must constant appeals be made? 
why special agencies traversing the field without cessation, if the 
true feeling is cherished. Why the deficiency in the means of 
this Board, if the church feels right ? 

Far be it from me to utter one word unjustly disparaging to the 
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applicable throughout ? All grant that when we are taught to 
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church in general. I cannot bring myself to think I do so, when 
giving this as fact. The church has not waked up—she has not 
begun to feel the interest called for and which she must feel if she 
becomes what the Great Head intended she should be—a mission- 
ary family—by giving such a model prayer. There must be the 
feeling of a common interest if we ever offer this petition 
aright. There is no one in the whole Christian circle, high or low, 
official or not, rich or poor, exempt here. Oh, how can any be 
listless! How can any one be unmoved, when an object of such 
vast moment is presented! If there be anything which can touch 
the inner man, anything which can break up the fountain of the 
soul’s sympathies, it is here, and it is brought home directly by 
the Lord Jesus Christ to every one’s bosom. Oh, where is the evi- 
dence of having laid our hearts on his altar, or of our breathing 
his spirit ; where the consistency of our professions, or the integ- 
rity of our Christian character, if all our interest, or most of it, 
is given to that which is personal in this prayer ; while that which 
first filled the heart of the Master, is regarded with comparative 
indifference ? Let each of us, my dear brethren, in proportion as 
others may be remiss here, for himself cultivate a growing and 
controlling interest in this great work. 
We cannot but remark again, 


IV. That our Lord, by the very form in which he has put this 


+ matter, has made it the duty of each one to labor that this great ob- 


ject shall be accomplished. 

No one will doubt a moment that this work, had God so pleased, 
might have been performed by the much shorter process of a spe- 
cial miracle. He who spake, and it was done, who said, Let there 
be light, and light was, could have scattered the light of life 
in ways we cannot conceive of, and established his aint in 
the hearts of all men. But he has been pleased to bring 
this matter under the control of the great principles on which he 
manages the world. Miracles have had their place, but his pre- 
vailing government is one of means. And we cannot but regard 
this as both wise and gracious in reference to this petition. It calls 
out and strengthens the very graces which more especially assimi- 
late to himself, those whose cultivation ministers most to the hap- 
piness of the Christian here, and prepares for that which is to 
follow in the world to come. It is a positive blessing to them to 
call them to labor. But can there be any mistake about their ac- 
tive co-operation with him? We think not. Can any mind fora 
moment think that all here is mere ceremonial? He must indeed 
have a low estimate of the Master, who only esteems him as here 
suggesting a mere form involving no feeling, no action, no corres- 
ponding conduct. 

Is not the principle perfectly clear, that a man is committed to 
that for which he prays? Is not this, the principle of this prayer, 
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pray for our daily bread, we are not to expect a miracle to be per- 
formed, while we utter the prayer and sit inactively down. We 
all understand this petition as referring to a blessing on our lawful 
. endeavors, to which we own ourselves bound as a means of obtain- 
ing the object of our desire. ‘This is so plain, we are all ready to 
reprove one who may talk of throwing himself on Providence, 
while he does nothing for himself. ‘There is no drawing distinc- 
tions here; we cannot thus reason concerning one part and not of 
another. The principle is the same; we bind ourselves, by the 
fact of praying, to every means of securing what we pray for. 

Three questions here offer, if this be correct. 

Who shall labor —To what extent ?—In what way ? 

These are most important questions. Who is bound to labor that 
the Kingdom maycome? The simple answer is, he that is bound 
to pray that it may come. And who ishe? He that should pray, 
“‘ Give us this day,” &c., “Forgive,” &c. Every Christian, 
every man, that should do the one, is bound to do the other. They 
stand and fall together. Just as decidedly as every man is bound 
to pursue a lawful avocation for his livelihood, so is he bound to 
proper measures for the other petition. How far shall a man la- 
bor or to what extent? Precisely as in the other case, he is bound 
to employ fairly and honestly, to the utmost, every lawful and ap- 
pointed means. And this must be his daily employment, to con- 
tinue as long as he needs to pray for daily bread, or for God to se- 
cure his daily sustenance. These two must ever be taken toge- 
ther; for on successfully laboring for one depends the ability of 
laboring for the other. 

Is it inquired in what way a person shall labor ? The Seriptures 
inform us, when they refer to the instrumentality which is to bring 
about the triumph of Christ. The Truth is the great means of 
converting the soul. It is mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds. This must be brought to bear on the minds 
of all men, in order to its triumph over all. He who taught us to 
pray, “‘ Thy kingdom come,” has ordained, as the law of his 
church, that this truth shall be preached to every creature. Speak- 
ing thus, as the legislator of his Church, he has made obedience 
to it, a part of Christian morality. According to this view, every 
Christian, as a part of the church, has a share in the responsibility, 
and must either go himself, or send or support some one who will 
go in his behalf to spread it abroad; that is, he must be a mission- 
ary or send out and sustain him. The work must be done by the 
Church, and it involves, in the circumstances of the case, various 
forms of labor. There are languages to be acquired ; the word of 
God is to be rendered into the tongues of those who are to be 
benefited by it. Many must go to them for these purposes, and 
life must be devoted to them. Now all cannot go; but there can 
be, while there is a common responsibility, a division of labor. 
Many may take the responsibility of the work abroad; but then on 
those who tarry at home rests the inalienable obligation to sustain 
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those that go. They can only contemplate them in the light of 
persons doing at very great sacrifice, a work which they must 
otherwise do themselves. ‘To sustain, by pecuniary support, him 
who labors in the foreign field, loses thus the form of a charity and 
takes that of an obligation ; and this is as extensive, be it borne in 
mind, as the duty to pray this petition. 

All this is at variance with the view many take ; but it is, in my 
judgment, the only true one. The missionary enterprise is assign- 
ed too low a place, when it is made only a graceful appendage of 
Christianity, or the means of calling out some scenic display of 
sympathy. It is made by the circumstances of the human family,. 
or by the condition of the field to be cultivated—integral to Chris- 
tian organization. By the will of the Master, a vast work is to be 
dene. It is spread over the world’s surface; and it is his will 
that every one who goes to the “throne of the heavenly grace,” 
shall take an earnest, active part in its accomplishment. Our de- 
votion loses its proper character, if this is not carried out. Just 
as recreant to duty as any one would be, and as certainly inviting 
refusal at the hands of God, if he prayed for daily bread and labor- 
ed not for it, or in other words used not the means to obtain it ; so 
is a man recreant to duty who prays, ‘ Thy kingdom come,’ and 
does not strenuously put forth every effort to secure its coming. 
Yes, as the man dishonors God and the mercy seat, who prays, 
‘ Give us our bread day by day,’ and does nothing ; so is he guilty 
who prays, ‘ Thy kingdom come,’ and leaves the work to other 
people. It is gross trifling ; it is insulting God; it is trampling 
under foot the great principle of his government,. using the instru- 
mentality of men in answering their prayers, for any to pray, 
‘Thy kingdom come,’ and fold his arms in indifference. He must 
do something ; and the measure of what he does, must be governed 
by his circumstances or facilities for action. Would you not have 
it written with a diamond on every heart, every one must do some- 
thing under the dictation of an honest conscience ? 

Finally, you will remark, 


an ‘That for the entire success we must look to and depend on 
God. 

Why this petitioh, but to make every heart feel that we must 
look away from the arm of man and all his agencies to the special 
blessing of the Most High? This crowns all. And there is no 
point presented more strongly and frequently than this. How it 
runs through all the divine dispensations! ‘Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord,” is as true now as 
when originally penned. ‘ Paul may plant, and Apollos water, 
but God giveth the increase.” It is delightful to see how the re- 
cords of the first missionary efforts—-for such is the Acts of the 
Apostles—present this precious truth. Those primitive laborers 
acted fully on the ground we have already taken,.that there is a 
great work for the church to do, and yet referred all to God, and 
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their joy was to acknowledge the hand of God in all. Yes, says 
Paul to the Romans, “ the gospel is the power of God unto sal- 
vation.” Fearfully he contended with the enemy at Ephesus, that 
head-quarters of Asiatic idolatry, and most successfully ; and his 
joy after all is, that “you hath he quickened who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.” Precious was the harvest at Philippi; it 
began with this, ‘* whose heart the Lord opened.” Daily thanks 
he gave for the Thessalonians; and it was he who would have 
them remember “ that the word of God came to them with power 
and the Holy Ghost.” 

With all our doings, this must distinguish us, in our humble and 
distant imitation of those good men. All must be done in the 
spirit of dependence, in the spirit of confiding, looking to God. It 
is his work, and he will own it.—There is nothing in this to ener- 
vate Christian effort. He has been but a poor scholar in the school 
of Christ, who relaxes his efforts because an absolute influence is 
not his and he must look toa higher hand. One of the sweetest 
sources of comfort to the experienced soul is, that he is entirely in 
God’s hands; and one of his greatest encouragements is, that God 
reigns over all he does. He loves to lay all at the foot of the cross; 
and there it is our privilege to know our missionary brethren love 
to lie. We speak of primitive missionaries, and we should bless 
God that our own day furnishes precious illustrations of the same 
spirit. The probability is, that many of the most delightful ex- 
amples of simple reliance on God, in our day, are found far away 
from us among our missionary brethren. Oh, surely we cannot 
any of us feel too deeply that all our dependence is om God ; that 
for every step wisely taken, every measure efficiently carried out, 
every good impression made, every conversion into the kingdom 
of God, and every advance in our work, we are indebted to the 
divine blessing! And as we look forward, this is our hope. For 
what are we or the whole church unaided, to the difficulties to be 
overcome? Who has not wondered, and blessed God in the over- 
flowings of his soul, at the manner in which the results already 

ained have exceeded the instrumentality employed. 

What ! Is the work God’s? We are assured of its success ; it 
will, it must succeed ; for the Almighty has said it. We may have 
prudent, wise counsellors; we may have liberal churches; we 
may have learned and able and zealous missionaries, and for all 
these we will be thankful; but each will say, “I will not trust 
in my bow, neither shall my sword save me. In God we boast all 
the day.” Has he not put his seal to this good work in the most 
marked manner? Has he not shown that he was with us? Is it 
a small matter that upwards of two hundred thousand converted 
heathens have been gathered into the fold of Christ; that nation 
after nation has thrown its idols to the moles and the bats, and 
erected temples to his worship; that a vast population has been 
raised from the lowest degradation, both moral and social ; that the 
light of truth has been carried into some of the darkest corners of 
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the world; that the way is now prepared for the largest Christian’ 
beneficence to make itself felt on the destiny of the world? This 
is the Lord’s doings; it is marvellous in our eyes; yet it is but 
the beginning of good, the first fruits of what we are warranted to 
expect. We have only to go forward in the spirit of Him who 
dictated this prayer, and we cannot fail. Tell not of failure here 
or there. In particular cases, special and temporary disadvantages 
may operate prejudicially; but even these shall at length yield. 
Tell not of opposition. None could be fiercer and more determin- 
ed than what was encountered by the primitive missionaries; and 
yet in three hundred years the coasts of the Mediterranean were 
studded with Christian churches. Our work is not done in a day, 
nor in a year, nor in a generation. 

And yet we are warranted in anticipating great events, blessed 
results in our own time. The movements among the nations as- 
tonish us. God’s hand is in them, and he seems to be preparing 
the way for what shall much more astonish and delight us. It is 
a great matter at such a time to be found at our post, ready to act 
worthy of the privileges we enjoy, and the blessed relation we 
sustain to the kingdom of our Lord. 

Having contemplated the precious, the momentous truths con- 
veyed by our Lord, Jet us go to our work with new determination. 
Having his warrant for and his estimate of this great work, being 


called to deeper interest, to active efforts under the most ample 


encouragement, we cannot hesitate. We seem to hear anew, com- 
ing from the most excellent Majesty, the command, “ Say to Is- 
rael, Go forward.” 

Venerable Fathers, far on in your journey to the land where you 
shall rest from your labors, we would hear from you, with your 
latest breath, this animating charge. Brethren in the vigor of life, 
and those just entering on the way, let us take up this cheering 
charge where these Fathers leave it, and let us join them, and help 
on the work of God. It is God’s work, it is a blessed work, it 
will go on, whether we are faithful or not. But we will not,. 
cannot consent to have it go on over us as obstacles in the way. 
We are united, we have one theme, Ler THY KINGDOM COME. 


. 
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THE DIFFICULTIES OF MINISTERS. 


“He that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall 
go no more out.”—Rev. 3: 12. > 


TRIAL seems essential to a moral government. Possibly God might 
create moral agents and preserve them eternally in rectitude, without 
subjecting them to previous trial ;—with God all things reasonable are 
possible. But neither reason nor the analogy of providence would 
‘lead to this conclusion. It seems at first glance, more honorable to 
God to prepare moral agents for an eternal career by previous disci- 
pline, in which their own essential nature as moral agents, may be de- 
veloped. To struggle with the difficulties peculiar to moral agency 
and overcome, magnifies God’s workmanship. Exalted intelligences 
look with more admiration on a rational, immortal mind that has passed 
through trial and come out safe, than they can on any other work of 
creation. ‘‘ Doth Job serve God for nought? Nay, he is a selfish, 
Belial-sort of a man ; touch his substance or his flesh, and he will curse 
thee to thy face.”” But when Job came forth from the furnace whole, 
radiant in moral beauty, God was honored and Satan confounded. 

Analogy leads to the like conclusion. Angels were put on probation. 
Some kept their first estate, and were confirmed in it: others kept not 
their first estate and fell, and are reserved in everlasting chains, under 
darkness, unto the judgment of the great day. The man Christ Jesus 
was appointed to trial, to constitute Him a faithful High-Priest and 
mighty Redeemer of his people. God has set forth, through all the 
path of time, pre-eminently good men as subject to severe trial—Noah, 
Job, Abraham, David, Peter, Paul. Pre-eminence in piety is in propor- 
tion to trial. Everywhere we see trial, nowhere exemption. Why 
should we not conclude that trial is essential to moral government ? 
“ Through much tribulation we must enter into the kingdom of God,” 
is doubtless a universal proposition. Let not our hearts rebel. The 
diversity of trial is striking. If there is occasion for wonder at the va- 
riety of God’s works, in every department of natural history, there is 
as much in the variety of trial which he appoints. Every individual has 
his own, as well as those which are common; every class has its own, 
and every age its own. The circumstances of life are so infinitely va- 
rious, they furnish ground for a corresponding variety in trial. 

I am called to address you as a brotherhood, from a spot endeared by 
its object, its history, and our personal associations with it. In casting 
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about for a subject, my mind settled at length on the one suggested by 
the remarks already made— 


Tue Dirricutties or Ministers. 


I invite your attention to a consideration of some of these, with an 
exhortation to constancy. 

I. We are exposed to the idolatry of this world. 

None of us, it is to be hoped, are so arrogant as to deny that he is as- 
sailable to this temptation, and probably none who do not account the 
actual experience of it among the difficulties which impede usefulness 
in the sacred calling. Yes, brethren, the vulgar love of wealth,—at 
least the susceptibility to it is in us; and in various degrees, each has 
occasion to acknowledge sin in this respect. Why should we not? 
The Devil, knowing that Christ was a man, took it for granted that this 
susceptibility was in Him, and therefore set Him on a pinnacle of the 
temple and showed Him all that wealth, and said, ‘ This will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.” Our great leader and 
deliverer resisted the appeal then and ever; but the instructive and 
impressive fact stands, like letters graven in rock, for our constant ad- 
monition. The Redeemer was assailable but invincible : we are assail- 
able and not invincible, and it is improbable that the adversary, having 
attacked the leader, will let alone his ministers. 

Whether the present time exhibits to the world more overt sin among 
ministers in this respect than former periods, it might be invidious to 
say ; and certainly | stand not here to accuse my brethren. But who 
can shut his eyes to the fact, that the temptations of this age are new 
and gorgeous. The equal distribution of property in our country which 
characterized the last century is very much disturbed, and the census of 
valuation is vastly increased. The representative of a hundred years 
ago, were he to revisit his former walks, would hardly know the locali- 
ties—so changed the surface, the employments, the manners. Go into 
the dwellings; instead of the primeval utensils—the bare necessaries of 
republican life—there are carpets, soft sofas, paintings, vases, the indi- 
cations of exuberant wealth. The facilities of travelling too have 
greatly multiplied, and where the minister could make an annual visit 
to his own youthful domicile, he can now go seven times to the me- 
tropolis, and once to Europe. Instead of passing through Vanity Fair 
once, many of us live in it. And they offer us its wares with amazing 
pertinacity and impudence. Now, it is a speculation in the pines of 
Maine, now in the building lots of a new city, now in the fifteen per 
cents of a manufactory or a railway, and again, the mines of Lake Su- 
perior. ‘ Come, make an investment—’twill grow while you’re sleep- 
ing. Why should the minister neglect to provide for his household, 
and so deny the faith and be worse than an infidel ?”’ 

We are not to expect this order of things to be reversed in our genera- 
tion. Nor ought we to desire it simply to get away from temptations, 
for then must we needs go out of this world. And since God in His 
providence places us in the new circumstances, of which the fathers 
knew little, what is the path of duty? What but to set the face as 
a flint, and stand firm in this evil day? And when some man of the 
aforesaid city says, ‘‘ Marry my daughter, and I will give her Baby- 
lonish garments and a dowry,” let the voice be drowned rather in the 
echo of a deeper note, ‘‘ Set your affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth.” Or if there is heard at frequent or at distant intervals a 
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whisper, “ Are you not ashamed to beso poor ?” and, “ You cannot do 
any good, because you are so poor,” and, “‘ The Gospel does not forbid 
the use of riches, but only their abuse :” take it for granted that they 
three are so many lies, and say, ‘‘ Get thee behind me, Satan.” 

If the providence of God calls any to the stewardship of much wealth, 
he should not refuse the trust ; but meet its trials, encounter its tempt- 
ations, bear its responsibilities, And yet if we might suppose any case 
in which a child of God were found deprecating a situation of trial, 
and saying, Lord, I am not afraid of poverty, or persecution, or sickness, 
or death, but I am afraid of the stewardship of much weaith,—if it be 
possible, let that cup pass from me,—this surely would be a case in 
which we might suppose God would grant the petition in its terms. I 
have never classified the passages in the Bible which caution us against 
the desire of wealth and warn us of its temptations, so as to compare 
them with those which permit the possession and use of this world’s 
substance ; but it strikes me that the number and weight of the former 
are greatly inthe preponderance. Christ was poor, and the first Chris- 
tians were poor, and the Puritans were poor; and the excellence of the 
Christian religion has certainly shone out in its most attractive coloring, 
when her ministers have been poor in comparison with those around 
them. 

Poverty indeed has its own trials—‘‘ Lest I be poor and steal ””—lest 
‘in my want, I distrust that God who feeds the ravens—lest in the grind- 
ing necessities of the present hour, I lose sight of durable riches—the 
inheritance of faith. These temptations are incident to such a state, 
but not necessarily overpowering. They may even be converted into 
means of grace ; for the antagonist motives are so obvious, and the con- 
trasts which may be drawn so striking. ‘‘ What if 1am poor? shall I 
steal, when my Heavenly Father will so soon give me all things?” An 
argument from selfishness might counteract so direct a temptation, much 
more one from duty. Why did the Holy Spirit describe the new Jeru- 
salem in such material splendors—each several gate of one pearl— 
streets as long (Rev. 21: 16) as from here to Washington, paved with 
gold—was not one reason, to pour contempt on the splendor of this 
world ?>—that when we might be inclined to worship St. Peter’s and not 
St. Peter’s God, we might forthwith be ashamed. 

Again, idolatrous regard to the honors of this world may surely be 
numbered among the difficulties of ministers. We have no direct line 
of promotion, like what is seen elsewhere. But there is one indirect, 
resulting from the nature of things ; so that if we would escape tempta- 
tion here, then must we needs go out of this world. ‘ All men are not 
born free and equal”—the Senator from South Carolina is right to a cer- 
tain extent. To one, God gives ten talents, to another five, to another 
one, to each according to his several abilities: and if we rebel against 
this ordinance of God, we peril our character for good sense, and act as 
foolishly as they do in France, or as they do in certain conventions which 
refuse a presiding officer. We might as well quarrel with the fluids in 
the chemist’s tube of illustration, and say, ‘‘ What right have the ether, 
the alcohol, and the oil, to raise themselves enviously above the water, 
the vitriol and the mercury?’ But they will act just so, do what we 
will: if we shake them up and insist on equality, they will revert, each 
to his own station. And we are slow to learn this great law of nature, 
and conform to it with becoming deference. Generation succeeds gene- 
ration, exhibiting substantially the same weaknesses. ‘ Ye Moses and 
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Aaron! ye take too much on you:” ‘‘ Grant that these my two sons 
may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy 
kingdom.” Diotrephes, loveth the pre-eminence. And we are not 
yet in the millennial age, in which we believe grace will give extraordi- 
nary power to crush in the bud, the envyings and aspirings and disquie- 
tudes of a partially sanctified state. 

What is it then, Brethren, but to gird on the gospel armor with zeal, 
to resist here the temptations which Satan is permitted to use? The 
motives are obvious. This is a path of difficulty, we cannot escape it by 
any lawful means, and he that walketh in his own strength will assuredly 
stumble. Let him acknowledge the difficulty and seek the requisite 
aids. ‘‘ And He took a little child and set him in the midst, and said, 
except ye become as little children ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” ‘ But be not ye called Rabbi, for one is your Master, even 
Christ, and all ye are brethern.”” The same, said on a different occa- 
sion, and with a sublimity awful, “‘ My kingdom is not of this world.” 

Brethren, imbued with the spirit of these precepts, and with the image 
of their Author clearly in view, who would seek a metropoli-station for 
its honor ? or an academical chair, or a chief seat in any synagogue? 
‘¢ Lord, have I grace to bear the fire of its trials, faithfulness to keep the 
trust, ability to do its work t—let me not go unless there is truly need 
of me.”” Imbued with this spirit, who would covet an honorary degree ?>— 
horse-load of folly and sin, best of all illustrated by the old pictures of- 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim, before he reached the cross. Imbued with this spirit, 
how the vanity of authorship would flee away! It could not stand be- 
fore the cross, any more than the bird of night can face the sun. And 
if the effect should be vastly to diminish the number of books, the world 
might lose nothing. 

Il. Controversies on fundamental doctrines are among the difficulties 
of ministers. 

Controversy may be an evil, or not ; I agitate not that question. Con- 
troversy is not peculiar to this age ; it has marked every age since the 
apostolic. But in relation to this brotherhood, compared with those 
who preceded the founding of this Seminary, it would seem that our dif- 
ficulties were somewhat peculiar and increasing. For the latter half of 
the last century and a part of the present, the churches had, for the most 
part, peace. Someof us grew up to man’s estate without knowing that 
there was debateable ground on many fundamental points,—at least 
within the bounds of our own denomination. But those times have gone 
by. We live in the midst of stirring controversy, on the Trinity, the 
Atonement, the work of the Holy Spirit, the nature of Sin, the founda- 
tion of virtue, the native character of man, eternal retributions. And 
some of the fathers and elder brethren say, there is a growing departure 
from the simplicity of the former faith, manifesting itself in preaching of 
less discrimination, in ecclesiastical measures of more than questionable 
propriety, and in general laxity in the tone of christian morals, and they 
fear even this brotherhood is contributing to these evils. 

Brethren, let me deny, as the organ of your unanimous acclamation, 
that this is so on our part. Let me say, the imputation, nay the sus- 
picion is injurious. 

There is one God in three persons (hypostases), the same in sub- 
stance, equal in power and glory. 

The Logos became flesh, and dwelt among us, taking to himself a 
true body and a reasonable soul. 
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Man in his beginning is entirely destitute of holiness—love to God. 

He must be born again—of the Spirit. . 

The atonement is—vicarious. 

The retributions of the last day are eternal. 

Now, whatever discussions may exist in the airy regions of these 
pillars of Christian faith, however an adventurous Phzton here and 
there may drive his chariot zig-zag and wavy, now towards the North 
Pole, and now the South; now too near heaven for mortal eyes to 
bear, and now too near the earth ; I will not believe that we are ready 
to forsake the beaten path that has conducted so many endeared names 
to the bright abodes, the happy seats. But it is to my purpose to say, 
that in these discussions we walk in difficult paths—in an atmosphere 
sometimes smoky and misty. And it is not surprising that some should 
see those radiants in whose light we have been instituted, as light- 
houses in the dark distance. Nevertheless, let us be exhorted to con- 
stancy here. If it is a difficult path, hear the great leader when he 
speaks :—“‘ He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment, and I will not blot out his name from the book of life.” And 
if any sees no difficulty or danger, let him, in the spirit of the little child 
set in the midst, inquire humbly before God, whether his confidence be 
vain or worthy. If worthy, the inquiry will not be vain, but add 
firmness. Brethren, when I contemplate myself as a rational soul, im- 
mortal, responsible, and of quick transit to its destination, I confess that 
I cherish, and feel myself instinctively ‘moyed to. the ultra-fidianism of 
Sir Thomas Browne, rather than its contrary. I would risk the errors 
incidental to the reception of a mystery in a believing spirit, rather than 
the certain consequences of an inflated Sadduceeism. ‘* My father, 
thou wilt forgive the errors of the believing spirit, and guide ;”? and, 
“© What I know not now, I shall know hereafter.” 

We are reminded occasionally of the words of the venerable John 
Robinson, at Delft Haven. ‘ More light is yet to break forth from God’s 
holy word.” How comprehensive, or with what limitations he spoke, 
it may be difficult now to determine. First, and chiefly, no doubt, he 
was thinking of church polity and the rights of Christians. But it is 
very doubtful if he meant to spread that oracle over the whole field 
of saving truth. It may be true, ifhe did not so intend. Ihope it is 
so. I believe it is so, when I think of the millennium. But let us not 
abuse the oracle—let us beware, lest we put darkness for light, and 
mistake a comet for the sun—the beautiful evanescences of the kalei- 
descope, for heaven’s clear blue, with God’s emblem in it. How good 
isthe world? how pure is the church? how consecrate is the min- 
istry ? these are questions that have some relevancy. Is there so much 
righteousness as to warrant the expectation, that great light will break 
forth in our generation, or the next ?—more piety, more light? But 
the reverse, not so, of course. 

We read that the Greeks of the Orphic age, attributed an exalted 
character to Epws, Love—progeny of Calus and Terra—ever-present 
author of all good things to men. But the generations after, very con- 
siderably modified this hypostasis ; and behold ! a little winged boy with 
bow and arrows. And yet the Greeks of Anacreon’s age boasted of 
superior light, and were emphatically seeking after wisdom. But as we 
look back on both, it is obvious that the former were more entitled to 
boast of light. Nay, we see in the former, some last vanishing rays of 
the light of revelation, but over the latter, the pall of utter darkness. 
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Something analagous to this may possibly happen in the Christian 
world, in the mysterious fluctuations of God’s providence. 

Brethren, the Bible assumes more, and more important things, 
than we are disposed to admit. Especially the grand fact of human 
nature fallen—entire sinfulness ; the Bible assumes it, seldom argues it. 
Why not assume it ? what lies on the face of things, what is attested 
to the world over, by unsophisticated conscience in its anguish—by the 
ceaseless smoke of expiatory sacrifices, needs no proof. ‘ Ye must be 
born again,” said Christ. He omitted the postulate, and began at the 
corollary. ‘Sir, I do not understand what you say.” ‘ What! 
Nicodemus, Rabbi, &c.; teacher in Israel! and knowest not these 
earthly things—so plain, that no revelation could make them plainer! 
how then understand if I should tell you of God the Redeemer, and 
God the Sanctifier?” That is, the truths of natural theology and. re- 
vealed, are concentrated. Man’s state—man’s necessities—man’s 
remedy. Iam undone—lI die with hunger—I want such a Saviour as 
the Bible presents; especially as he is seen in John’s gospel, in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and in the second and third chapters of the Apo- 
calypse ; and, admirably digested as to the doctrine, in the Assembly’s 
Catechism. Whatever din, therefore, is heard in the polemical arena, 
let us hold on the more steadfastly to the simple truths which find a 

lace in human consciousness and human wants. Whatever runs awry 

m the words “ Ye must be bornagain,” and its obvious connexions, 
let us reject summarily, or lay up for the investigations of a more en- 
lightened state. And if the way be difficult’ and perplexing, let us not 
murmur at the lot ; for though we be cast into prison, and be tried, and 
have tribulation ten days, he that holdeth the seven stars in his right 
hand, and walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, saith, 
“be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 

III. Another class of difficulties which God appoints to us of this age 
is, controversy and schism on points not fundamental. 

The disease of a distorted vision has prevailed, as it were a mental 
epidemic. One perceives in secret societies the giant evil which is to 
confound all things into another chaos. Another perceives the same in 
the carnal licentiousness of the age. A third sees it in slavery, a fourth 
in an unscriptural form of church government, a fifth in the Papacy, a 
sixth in war, a seventh in intemperance. And each seems to think that 
if that particular development on which he has fixed his eye were re- 
moved, the whole cancer -of this world’s depravity would be eradicated. 
Hence, we are thrown into parties, factions, and cliques. One says, 
“Unless you will work with me, I will have no partnership with you : 
the energies of the whole church and the whole ministry are required 
at this point.”? He is replied to by another in the same spirit, and a 
new schism is begun. Protestantism, which should be a unity, is made 
fragmentary, almost without a bond; furnishing, as it were, a new 
illustration of the infinite divisibility of matter. 

By this unhappy mental epidemic, the most important interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom are compromised and jeoparded. To feel it, 
we need to go back some thirty years, and recall the prospect as it then 
appeared, as well as to look back from the point we now occupy. 
With what faith, and hope, and confidence, did we contemplate the in- 
stitution of our theological seminaries, the societies for the Bible, the 
heathen, the new settlements? How like breezes from the Zephyr and 
perfumed with spices, were those influences which revived the churches 
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‘by hundreds, and gathered us, so many, to this hill! But the scene 
“by imperceptible gradations, changed. Revivals, from the condition o' 
healthful excitement, put on the spasmodic; and ministers, unable to 
hold the head, were carried away by the violence of the unpropitious 
current. They cast the net into the sea, and gathered of every kind, but 
false to the analogy of the parable, they did not put the good into vessels 
and cast the bad away, but they put in the whole. Remonstrance was 
vain, and conservative men could only stand" by in grief, and say, “‘O 
Lord, how long!” This flagrant spirit, needing fresh combustibles for 
its sustenance, has ever since been changing its form and action. It 
has disturbed the church in all its efforts for good. I need not instance 
the Foreign Mission enterprize, and the Home, and the tendency of all 
things ecclesiastical now to amalgamate with things secular. Add to 
this, the homogeneousness of the New England element of population, 
if not vanishing, is fearfully impaired ; furnishing new materials for 
schism to work upon. A bridge is built across the Atlantic, and Babel 
is coming fast ; and if the great cauldron over there should continue to 
be stirred up for some time as now, there is no telling how spotted and 
patched we shall become ; and what new powers of versatility we shall 
need, to meet circumstances so variant from those of our fathers. 

These schisms and their accompaniments are serious difficulties. It 
is as ‘unwise to under-rate them as to exaggerate them. Let us do 
neither ; but forming as just an estimate of them as we can, consider 
them in the light of trials. We are thrown into them by the Provi- 
dence of God. God, doubtless, sees it necessary for the best proving of 
His ministers and His church, that just such a state of things should 
exist. More glory will accrue to him in the end, by the temporary 
permission of such evils—by the transient success of the adversary in 
wielding these disturbing forces, than if all things went smoothly on. 
The individual Christian does not walk a great while in the land 
Beulah, where the birds sing and the air is balmy, before something 
occurs to interrupt and perplex. Neither does the assembled body of 
the Church,—variety of providence is as manifest here as in the case of 
the individual. 

There is a still wider view. Who that attentively studies his own 
heart, or observes the members of his own church,—who that contem- 
plates the whole mass of partially sanctified mind, so far as he has been 
able to learn it from reading and observation, but is led often to exclaim, 
“ What poor materials God has to make a church triumphant of! Is 
it possible that even God can construct that glorious New Jerusalem, 
adorned like a bride for her husband, out of such materials as this im- 
perfect church on earth presents. O wonderful! most wonderful! It 
will fill infinite space and infinite time with a song—loud as the voice 
of many waters, and sweet as the harps of celestial bands. 

Since then God throws us into this condition of schism and fruitless 
controversy, it is our part to stand firm and faithful here; not agi 
off responsibility and charging God foolishly, but with meekness an 
sorrow acknowledging each his own share in producing the state of 
things which we deplore—still trust Him for His grace, His wisdom, and 
His mighty power. God, who brought the material world from its 
‘chaos, who brought the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, who does 
bring the individual sinner’s heart from a ruin worse than chaos, is able 
to retrieve the moral ruin of the whole church. Every brotherhood of 
‘God’s ministers, in every.age, has had to work in disorder, in the midst 
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of what seemed impending ruin, and has had emphatically to live by 
faith. So must we. 

IV. The last class of difficulties I mention is, the feeling of discour- 
agement to which we are exposed in view of the total complication of 
difficulties. 

We enter on our work full of hope, as we ought. We hail every 
bright omen with joy ; we permit not ourselves to believe the day will 
be overcast,—but the clouds do come. Although God gives the 
churches seasons of joy and prosperity, they pass away: the love of 
many waxes cold—apathy and worldliness creep over the churches. 
Here and there a standard-bearer faints and goes over to the enemy, or 
a cold auxiliary. Error, or what is closely allied, prevails extensively 
on fundamental points, and all former battles are to be waged again, 
though in different form. Idolatry of the world insinuates itself into 
sacred places, besides seizing hold of the masses with ruder grasp. The 
morals of the world seem suddenly sunk many degrees, and the church 
fraternizes with the world proportionately. Dissensions among brethren 
multiply and increase in acrimony. New England’s homogeneousness 
diminishes, and the Jesuits, the devil’s flying artillery, are on our flank, 
and in our rear, and wherever we did not expect they would be. 
Roused from our calm retreat we ascend a point of observation, and it 
seems as if the whole world had broke from her moorings, were now in 
the rapids, and now just ready to go over the fearful cataract, and 
plunge into the abyss. Anxious, we turn over the prophecies again, 
and inquire if we have utterly mistaken their drift. We thought the 
world was to have been converted by about this time, but surely 
the time is being deferred a good while yet. Newton, Faber, and 
others were surely mistaken about the year 1866; eighteen years is 
surely a short time for so much to be done, unless by miracle. And are 
we to expect a miraculous interposition 1—are the wars and rumors of 
wars in church and state, now current, indications of a catastrophe 
near? and, must we stand still and await the development without 
participating much in it 1 

Brethren, if any of us are particularly exposed to such discourage- 
ments, let us consider two things :—First, the time for any one of us to 
work in God’s vineyard is very short, compared with the periods which 
God chooses for the accomplishment of great events. Thirty years, if 
that were the average, is a very short pericd. No one man, and no 
one brotherhood ought to be disappointed, if he and his cotemporaries 
do not accomplish’as much as youthful ardor projects and hopes for, 
and if the wheels of Providence do not move, in our limited vision, fast 
-_— It is a great world, a complicated world, a desperately wicked 
world. God has usually chosen long periods to accomplish parts of His 
designs. He, who by unreasonable hopes and fears, virtually requires 
God to issue things faster than He does, arrogates to himself an undue 
importance in the scheme of Divine providence, or he verges to an un- 
worthy distrust of Almighty power and wisdom. He places himself in 
the position of the disciples, asking, “‘ Lord, “wilt thou at this time 
restore unto us the kingdom?” and he should attentively consider the 
answer which the Lord of heaven and earth gave—* It is not for you to 
know the times and the seasons which the Father hath put in his own 
power.” Suppose one of us, in an unsubmissive, impatient hour, should 
find himself asking that same question—“ wilt thou at this time restore 
unto us the kingdom ?” and a voice from heaven should reply, ‘ No, 








a cr a a rr il rr Ee ee 


_ 
7 








DIFFICULTIES OF MINISTERS. 237 


not this thousand years yet.” What would we say? with Jonah :— 
“‘ Therefore, now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me, for it 
is better for me to die than to live?” or would we say, “‘ Lord, I sup- 
pose thou hadst some great work for me to do, and lo! it is very small 
and hardly to be accounted of?” Nay, we start back from such im- 
piety, when we look it in the face. Let us equally do so when it comes 
round behind us, and whispers in the ear. Let us rather with Mills and 
Evarts and Cornelius, be doing with our might what our hand findeth 
to do, and continue faithful unto death. 

The other point submitted for consideration is this: God has mani- 
festly two great designs in view, or rather we may look at His one grand 
design from two points of view. He designs to save an innumerable 
multitude of our race. But in doing this, he employs the agency of 
men ; and the discipline of each individual by trial and difficulty is one 
important article in this agency. He required Noah to spend several 
hundred years in the midst of a generation more perverse than any the 
world has seen since. He was to see the fear of God extinguished from 
all but his own family, notwithstanding his preaching. That Noah 
stood firm and faithful through such a discipline, has had no slight 
bearing on the world ever since. His hoary form stands like Andes, a 
warning to the wicked, an encouragement to the good. And so of that 
catalogue of Paul’s, in Hebrews 11th. In addition to the bearing of 
their direct labors for the world’s salvation, was the indirect influence 
of their example as seen through trials. By the latter, not only were 
they themselves prepared for heaven, but though dead they speak— 
speak by their example, while their lips are silent in the grave. 

Now we are not tolook on the world’s conversion, abstracted from every- 
thing else, as the only object for which we live, and contemplate solely 
our own direct labors for that object. If we attain toa _~ in the 
architecture of the heavens, we must be fitted for it here—hewn, polished, 
adapted—by the very trials God appoints. If one of these trials is the 
class of difficulties now under consideration—disappointment in view of 
prevailing wickedness, dissension, signs in heaven and earth, ominous 
of evil, as if through our misinterpretation of prophecy the golden age 
were retreating, not approaching,—then let us receive the trial with 
cheerfulness and meet it with a great heart. Let the world see us erect 
and faithful unto the end. God will use such faithfulness as means to 
accomplish the great purposes of His grace, and it may be as directly 
as any other labor of our hands. We need not be careful and troubled 
about many things, pertaining to the detail of the grand issue, but rest 
with confidence in the great truth, God reigns—* just and true are thy 
ways, O thou King of Saints.” 

Such, Brethren, are some of our trials—not all, but enough to show 
they are severe and endlessly diversified in their circumstances. Still 
the Great Leader who sends the messages to the Asiatic churches, and 
through them to us makes no dunn severity nor for circumstances, 
—that is, as to the authority and absoluteness of the command, The com- 
mand is, meet the trial, whatever its character, variety, severity, or du- 
ration. If it be inward temptation, meet it; if outward evil in the ordi- 
nary course of providence, meet it; if peculiar es by the 
way, meet it ; if; persecution, meet it. If the course of trial be ten years, 
meet it; if protracted to three-score, meet it. In all circumstances 
stand firm, in the evil day of this probationary life. And be assured 
that the conflict must last till death shall give relief. But as to en- 
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eouragements while in the conflict—these are abundant and most cheer- 
ing. Those presented in the context may be reduced to three classes— 
direct aids, the example of the leader, and the final reward. 

1st. Direct aids. To every church is given commendation, reproof, 
or both, according to the spiritual condition of each, and with the im- 
pressive declaration “1 know thy works.” To every one he suggests- 
such counsel, rebuke and exhortation as each in his peculiar circum- 
stances needs. To one, “I have something against thee because thou 
hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fal- 
len, and repent, and do thy first works.” To another, “I have some- 
what against thee, because thou sayest I am rich and increased in goods 
and have need of nothing. But thou art in truth poor and wretched and 
knowest it not. I counsel thee to prize the gold of this world less, and 
that which is mine to give more.” To another, words of affectionate 
commendation and encouragement. ‘Fear none of those things which 
thou shalt suffer. Though the Devil cast some of you into prison, and 
-ye have tribulation ten days ; still be faithful, even unto death. Do not 
deny my name, though death in horrid form be threatened. Be faithful, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.” To another, “ Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock. If any man hear my voice and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him and he with me—I will 
come and help him in the conflict—let him unbosom his cares to me, 
and I will share them with him. 

Now with such aids, proffered by one who knows, who has all power 
to do, and tenderness to feel, and who has said under the sanction of His 
chosen title, Faithful and true Witness, “‘ 1 will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee”’—with such aids, shall we complain under the conflict,— 
its variety, severity, or duration? How many thousands of this world’s 
votaries bear hardship, to gain gold which perishes, or applause which 
evaporates, or a crown, earthly, and do not complain! Shall those who 
profess to be seeking gold tried in the fire, the approval of a heavenly 
oa (Heb. 12: 1), a crown of enduring life, complain, and with such 
aids ? 
2d. Example of the Leader. ‘“ To him that overcometh, will I give 
to sit down on my throne, even as I overcame, and am set down with my 
Father on his throne.” Did he not haveaconflict ? Though God, He 
was yet man. As Mediator, Leader, Captain of our salvation, He was 
the Man, Christ Jesus—He had a true body and a reasonable soul. We 
can never know in our mortal state, the details of that long temptation 
in the wildernegs, alone. But we are told a little of its close. The 
Devil assailed him through an appetite. Could not the man, Christ Jesus 
feel the anguish of protracted hunger? Let us not merge the man 
Christ Jesus wholly in the exaltation of the divine nature? He could 
feel those pangs, worse than the rack and the flame. And here was an 
open door to the shafts of the great adversary. ‘‘ Command these stones 
to be made bread, you who say you are the Son of God.” And had not 
the man Christ Jesus a liability to ambition? He did not fall—“ Yer 
WITHOUT SIN” be it written—but had He not a liability ? most certainly, 
and when the Devil said to Him, “ cast thyself down from this height— 
He shall send an angel and catch thee in His hands,” was there no strong 
struggle in the inward soul? And, “I will give thee all this empire, 
outspread before us, for one easy prostration, nay, for one mental as- 
sent,” was there no wrestling and fierce resistance ¢ Let us not annihilate 
the human by looking only at the divine. Nor let us overlook the 
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daily contradiction of sinners against himself in the course of His minis- 
try. Did He not every day endure a conflict, not with various success, 
as we, but a real conflict, meeting continually a hail-storm of darts? If 
He did not more than any man, then it is contrary to the expectations 
we should form, considering Him the prototype and leader of a redeemed 
church, against whom, more than all that church combined, Satan would 
have a special enmity and direct his mightiest strength. We have then 
not merely His sympathy, care and aid in the conflict, but His example 
also. Jesus endured more contradiction of sinners than we—Jesus re- 
ceived more shafts from the armory of hell than we—Jesus suffered 
more pain of body and soul than we, and overcame them all. And it is 
not a small thing when He holds out to us that example—‘ even as I 
overcame.” 

3d. The final reward. The collation of the blessings in these messages 
is magnificently rich—*‘ exceeding great and precious promises.” at 
of the tree of life—not be hurt of the second death—eat of the hidden 
manna—not blot out His name from the book of life—shal] go no more 
out, but have eternal citizenship—sit down on an eternal throne. They 
are figurative, but they are so necessarily, and instead of exaggerating 
the reality falls infinitely short. O that we might receive with a be- 
lieving spirit the truth involved, and conceive more worthily of the great 
reality. 

Who then is grieving atzhis hard lot in the world, real or imaginary ? 
Is it sickness, poverty, struggling for necessaries ? Look away to the end 
of these labors. There, beyond this concave, so blue by day, so be- 
spangled by night, lies a country more enchanting than Eden. It is the ¢ 
garden of God. No noxious tree grows there, bearing death and woe, 
but the tree of life. It shall give strength, not weakness ; eternal, not 
temporary relish ; an everlasting guard against the approach of sickness, 
pain, and death. To take of its fruits and eat to the full, no need of labor, 
care and watching.. It grows itself, watered by the river of God, and 
its life-giving power cannot be exhausted nor its abundance drained, 
though millions upon millions feed upon it, ages eternal. 

Who again, is enduring the sharp conflict of direct temptation 1 Who 
feels himself daily solicited, and as it were drawn with a cord, to com- 
mit some direful sin or series of trangression? Let him, indeed, be 
afraid of the sin, but not disheartened at the temptation, nor entertain a 
thought of yielding. Let him not repine at his lot, that he is placed in 
a world of temptation, or that his circumstances are peculiar. Thou- 
sands have been in circumstances as trying and peculiar, and yet have 
come off conquerors. Let him look away to the city of the great King. 
He that overcometh shall have the freedom of the New Jerusalem—the 
name of God, of His city, and of His dear Son inscribed upon him. To 
all the privileges of that city he shall be admitted, and angels and re- 
deemed ones shall acknowledge him as a fellow citizen of that city—he 
shall go no more out. 

Who again, may suffer a violent persecution (not impossible), called 
on to deny Christ’s name under heavy penalties, even death? Grieve 
not, nor refuse such an allotment. The Great Leader has trodden this 
path too, and says, “‘ He that overcometh, shall not be hurt of the second 
death.” Having himself met the first death and triumphed, He urges 
his own successful example. Who will slight it 2 

Such then are the aids, the example, the rewards. There is no dis- 
charge from the war in this world; but at death there is eternal dis- 
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charge. Does three-score years seem a long service to gain rewards so 
great and so enduring? It isa veryshort period. Are the aids small ? 
they are mighty through grace; not one who trusts them shall fail to 
come off conqueror. Are the instructions in the book of our discipline 
obscure ? they are intelligible and very plain. Who then will faint in 
the conflict, and say, ‘ I will give up and take the rest this world af- 
fords? Will any? ‘No,’ let each reply with his whole soul, ‘ Never,’ 
let all with united voice respond, ‘We will not forego blessings so 
great, glory so enduring, for the sake of ease or respite so short and so 
unworthy. Come sickness, come poverty, come fightings from without 
or fightings within, come persecution, come death in terrific form, we 
will not give up the contest, nor deny Christ. 

Brethren, let the associations of this day, contribute to the confirma- 
tion of a purpose so worthy. It is pleasant to remember these places. 
This place of our worship, and first efforts in the pulpit—those halls of 
daily discipline—those alcoves with their portraits. It is pleasant to re- 
call the anniversaries—each his own—to me, my own (1824). Breth- 
ren of that period, I think you have not forgotten a tall, muscular form, 

eat contemner of Lord Chesterfield, great admirer of Hercules, and his 
insignia, who from this place, as chief orator of the class, addressed the 
Rhetorical Society—his theme, “ Liberty, only through the gospel.””— 
Perhaps you may even remember his closing words. 

“ Be girding up your loins and taking to yourselves the whole armor 
of God. And when you go forth to fight your short battle for God and 
man, may he go with you ; and when you are called off from the con- 
test, may he receive you to himself and his blessedness.””* 

Short, truly, his own battle in the cause he loved ; thirty moons wast- 
ed, and himself called off. I will not speak of the hopes frustrated in 
his death: ‘Maximo suorum, et bonorum omnium desiderio mortem 
obiit.? I will speak only of the last circumstance of his death, for the 
sake of my closing thought. He was absent from his paternal roof 
when the last bleeding seized him; but he could not die away from his 
home. Almost in a dying state, they placed him in a sleigh and drove 
him rapidly twenty miles. Borne under the accustomed roof, he saluted 
and kissed each member of the household circle, and immediately died. 
O wonderful power of that word nome! and sweetest emblem of the 
eternal home! “ Inmy father’s house are many mansions.’”’ Brethren, 
shall we all get there at last—east, west, north and south, from the can- 
nibals of Sumatra, from the pirates of the China sea, from Oregon’s 
savages, from intestine feuds, from the universal bitternesses of this bit- 
ter world—shall we all at length get home? Fathers, Juniors, Co- 
temporaries, whole Brotherhood at once! shall we all at length get 
HoME? ‘He that overcometh, will I make a pillar in the temple of 
my God, and he shall go no more out.” Amen. 


_ * Memoir of Samuel H. Cowles, Christian Spectator, Jan. 1828, p. 16. 








